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duction of the present bill, had he modified his at-
tack upon in}- right honorable friend. The honor-
able gentleman never attempted to shew that the
right honorable gentleman below him was the fittest
person to administer the aftairs of this country, that
lie was the ablest minister for the conduct of war/
and the most proper person to negociate with suc-
cess. The whole scope of his speech was merely to
show that the right honorable gentleman was placed
in the avenue to bar my right honorable friend, as if
it necessarily'followed that he alone could be the
successor of the present-minister. Supposing, as he
did, for the sake of argument, that my right honor-
able friend was qualified to negociate with a better
prospect of success than the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, he said it would be incumbent upon the
house, as a preliminary step, to treat with their ne-
gotiator. He thought that my right honorable
friend could not be invested with that character
without danger to the country. What were the
grounds upon which this assertion was founded ?
He accuses my right honorable friend of having
considered men as innocent who were acquitted by
the verdict of a jury, and having argued upon this
acquittal, that there was no proof of the conspiracy
of which they were-accused. He accuses him of
having said, on the discussions to the treason and
sedition bills, that resistance would be a question,
not of morality, but of prudence. Above all, he
founded 'his apprehension upon words which he sup-
poses to have been lately used by my right honor-
able friend, that he would" take no share in any
administration without a total, fundamental, and
radical reform. The honorable gentleman-has made
a very pretty play upon these- words. I cannot but
suspect, however, that the honorable gentleman,
who has been celebrated for epigram, has put these
words into the tnouth of my right honorable friend
merely for the sake of the point with which he has
-contrasted them. He finds out that the reform .so